Bassano School Parent Council 
October 14, 2008

Present:
Daryl Sametz, Lee Pickett, Trevor Tkachyk, Miranda Mederios, Kelly Christman, Joanne Mederios, Tanya Moss, Kim Douglass, Allison Rose, and Sherry Steinbach

Call to Order:
7:10 p.m.

Consideration of Agenda:
Agenda accepted as presented.  
Adoption of Minutes:
Sherry read the May 12th, 2008 minutes.  Motion:  Joanne Mederios motioned to adopt the minutes as presented.  Carried.
Prior to the meeting two students from Food Studies, Ashley Dool and Stephanie Losier, presented us with homemade Spanakopita to sample.  The Spanakopita was one of the items they made for the Food Expo in Brooks on October 4th, along with Pork Slovaki and Dough Dogs.  They made 1800 items to sell for $1.00 each and after expenses made a profit of $800.00 which will go back into Food Studies.  Kelly thanked the girls for their presentation and for bringing us a sample of their cooking.  Daryl commented that Bassano was the most represented school at the Expo from Grasslands.
OLD BUSINESS 

The Constitution has not been updated as of yet.
Election of Officers – Kelly questioned the council on her position as she no longer has a child in Bassano School.  Daryl once again explained the Chairman’s duties which include being involved in any Disciplinary Hearings that may arise, and attending a Council of Councils Meeting once a year.  We were all asked to try and recruit 1 or 2 people for council and the Chairman Job for the next meeting.  Kelly asked if the E-mail addresses are up to date, and maybe we could send out the next Agenda via E-mail to all parents.
REPORTS
Friends of Bassano School – Kelly let us know that the Friend’s Board has a full executive, Les Schmidt (Chair), Sandra Beddows (Vice), Sabine Nasse (Treasurer), Amy Richards (Secretary) plus two directors. 

The Tennis Court renovations have been completed.  They need to put up a Wall of Recognition for all the donations.  Next Casino is in early 2009. 
Grasslands School Board - Lee Pickett handed out Grassland’s pamphlets for everyone.  The Bassano Student numbers are up, but Grassland’s numbers are down.  The renovations for Phase 2 are schedule for start in January 2009, and completion for September 2009.
Achievement Test Marks – some are good and some not.  Math marks are up.  The data over the years is starting to work so that it can be tracked and the Board has something they can work with.

Technology – There are more Smart boards being using thru the area and a new tech has been hired.  Grasslands may hire a ½ time tech t6o help install the Smart boards.  Everything is running smooth at head office.

Kelly inquired about the attendance of the Mexican Mennonites and if Grasslands has any ideas!  Lee said that it is tough to enforce that they come to school.  Daryl mentioned a school south of us that pays the family $1000 for each kid to go to a Virtual School.
SRC – Trevor and Miranda presented the report.  See attached.
We went over the SRC Budget.  The Magazine Sales are down so far.  The goal is 600 and only have 90 as of yet.  This may require extended the deadline or doing another fundraiser.
A Halloween Breakfast is in the works.

There is an Elementary/JR SRC.  Kendra Barlow and Danielle Schmidt are part of JR SRC.  They run their own schedule for junior activities but they also do some together.  Senior SRC runs all the money.  They are planning a formal dance for November with maybe a Virgin Drink Bar. 

As a Service Project they are helping FCSS with movie night buy running the concession.  They are also going to the Mustard Seed and maybe to the Children’s Hospital.
Daryl & Kelly thanked Trevor and Miranda for coming.

Principals Report –  See attached.
Daryl thanked everyone for coming out tonight.  
A thanks was given to the Friends for the renovations on the Tennis & Basketball courts.  The cost was $57000.00.

Kelly asked Daryl about the PUFF funding that the school receives for Kindergarten.  Kids seem to be starting kindergarten earlier instead of attending Playschool, which the numbers are down in.  Daryl stated that research shows better results for these kids in kindergarten, but Daryl will check the history of PUFF placement.
Daryl used the Smart board to show everyone the new school web page.  Kim asked about the homework posted on the site.  Daryl is trying to get his teachers to keep up to date with there homework assignments.  According to Tech info, about 400 hits a day are being recorded.
The Garfield Weston Awards are in again and Bassano is in the top 30 for grades 1-6.  So far we are on the right track.  Grade 3 has been steady in their marks, Grade 6 was down a little and Grade 9 Science was not great.
Report cards will be out on November 5th for Jr./Sr. High.  Elementary Reports Cards will need to be picked up at Parent Teacher Interviews on Nov. 12th and Nov. 19th.

A Commercial Stove has been ordered and paid for thru a Haskayne Grant.  The cost was $18000.00.
Patio Upgrade – Daryl showed everyone a sketch of a Patio from the Architect.  It was asked if Council could come up with about $27000.00 for this if our renovation budget runs over.  A discussion was held and the consensus was that we could probably find the money if needed.

FCSS 
A Movie Social is being held monthly.  FCSS has a license to show new movies before they are released to DVD.  This has been going well; about 50-90 kids are attending.  They have a small concession with healthy food for kids to buy.  Next movie is The Black Knight on Nov. 12/08.  Daryl will put this in his next newsletter.
The Vitalize Conference on June 14th did go ahead.  Kelly thanked Daryl for getting a good mix of kids to attend this.  Adam Douglass, Cody McBean, Brett Running Rabbit and Madison Mitchell attended.
FCSS is hosting a Community Mapping meeting on November 19th.  They will have a Community Building Guru that will help with ideas for Teen/Youth Activities and how to Revitilize downtown.
They are also co-hosting a Health & Foot Clinic at the Drop-In Center on October 21, 2008.

If anyone is interested, there will be a Rural Development Symposium in Medicine Hat on Economic Development on October 27-28th, 2008

CORRESPONDENCE
Kelly has received some fundraising catalogues, Newsletters and advertising for Inside & outside Equipment.
Ag Society Funding deadline will be October 27, 2008.
NEW BUSINESS
Christmas Concert date will be December 11, 2008.
MEETING DATES 
Tuesday’s
November 4th
- Annual General Meeting



January 6th, 2009



March 3rd, 2009



May 5th, 2009 – Election of Officers

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

