Grade Two Information
Tuesday, August 31, 2010
Dear Parents and Students:
Welcome to another school year!  I hope you all had a wonderful summer and are excited to be in grade two.  I am Mrs. Harris and I am delighted to be your grade two teacher.  I live in Bassano with my husband Dustin and my dog named Rory.  I love spending time with my husband, friends, and family.   We will have a great school year together!
Keep Us Informed
Any major changes in your home will affect your child at school.  Information about illness will help me to understand your child’s reactions in school.  Also, please notify me if your address, phone number or work number changes during the year.
Music Class
The students will have music class two times during the week.  I do not teach music class.  The students will have Mrs. Medeiros for music this year.
Reader’s Theatre and Computer Class
Mr. Peel will be teaching the class two periods a week.  He will be teaching the class reader’s theatre one period a week and computers the other period.
Volunteering
If you would like to volunteer in the classroom, please let me know.  If you could also list  the times you would be available to volunteer.  If you would like to volunteer on a regular basis, I would be happy to set up a regular time with you.  There will be a form you will need to fill out as well as have a criminal record check done.  There is a variety of things you can do if you would like to volunteer.  If you are interested in volunteering please let me know what kind of volunteering you would like to do.  This could be helping students, reading to the class, cutting things out, doing bulletin boards, etc.  I also have an open door policy.  Therefore feel free to stop in and see what your child is working on or stop by to have lunch with your child.  We love to have visitors.  Even if you have an extra ten minutes to stop in and say hi, we would love to see you.

Survey
I have attached a student/parent information card and a page titled Getting to Know You. If you can please fill these both in and return them back to school as soon as possible.
Sharing and Leader Day
I have attached a list for the upcoming months that lists your child’s leader and sharing day.  On this day the student will be line leader and do special jobs in the classroom.  The student will also have the opportunity to share something with the class.  This can be any item of choice, but NO TOYS.  January will be the only month that students will be allowed to bring in a toy to share with the class.  I encourage students to bring in items such as photographs, something from nature like a beehive, or a piece of work they have done, etc.
Toys
I encourage students to leave toys at home and not bring them to school.  They often get misplaced or go missing.  The classroom rule for toys is if I see it the first time they are asked to put it away.  The second time, I take it away and keep it until Friday and then return the toy to go home.
Registration Forms
If you could please look at your child’s registration form that has been sent home and fix or change any information necessary.  If you could sign these and return them back to school as soon as possible.
Homereading
Please be reading with your child on a nightly basis.  Our classroom homereading program will be starting in September.  I will keep you posted.
Microwave
We have a microwave in our classroom if you would like to occasionally send your child a heat up lunch.
Class Name
Our class name this year is the Monkey Class.  Having a class name helps us have more of a “team” identity, an attitude of unity and support for each other.  We have a stuffed animal monkey as our mascot.    The leader of the day gets to look after our mascot for the day.  We will read lots of stories and learn lots of things about monkeys.  If you come across any information, story books, or pictures we could use, please let us know.
Book Orders	
I will be sending home Scholastic book orders each month if you are interested in buying any books.  The return date will be stamped on the back of each order form. Please send the exact amount and all cheques are to be made payable to Scholastic Canada Ltd.  I have sent the first book orders for September home.  Please return them by Thursday, September 16.  
Canteen
There is a canteen at the school that offers a wide variety of food for the students to purchase a snack or lunch if they would like.  The food at the canteen is all homemade and it is great.  There is soup, hamburgers, hotdogs, pizza subs.  There is also fruit and vegetable trays and homemade muffins, etc.  A sub costs around $3.00 and a muffin is 50 cents. This may help to give you an idea of how much money you may need to send with your child if you would like them to buy their lunch.
Billet Forms
I have sent billet forms home with all students.  These need to be filled out in case of an emergency such as a road closure and your child needed to be billeted in town.
Highlights and Puzzlemania
Highlights and Puzzlemania are magazines for children.  I have sent two small forms home if you wish to order.  If you do not wish to order the magazines, please check off no and sign the form.  We get free stuff for our classroom with every signed slip that is returned whether you order or not.
Kelso Choices
Kelso Choices is a character education program that we use at the primary level.  We discuss this at our weekly assemblies and use it as a guideline for problem solving.  There is an attached page with more information on the program.
Internet Form
These forms need to be filled out and returned as soon as possible.  In grade two we do use the computers however our computer time is closely monitored. The students do use the internet.  There are some great reading sites we go on.  Some of these sites are listed on the attached forms.
Assemblies
The kindergarten to grade three students will participate in weekly assemblies where we will celebrate learning, discuss Kelso choices, and sing some songs.  There will also be monthly elementary assemblies in the gym. 
Milk
There is a milk program for elementary students at school.  If you would like to purchase milk for your child please fill in the milk form and send it back to school with payment.  The forms will be coming home soon.
Questions
If you have any questions or concerns feel free to call me at the school at 403-641-3577.  Also feel free to stop in or write me a note in the communication book.  You can also email me at cindy.harris@grasslands.ab.ca  I  have attached a pencil magnet for you with all my contact information on it.
Star of The Week
Each week, one student in the class will receive the star student award.  We have a chart in the class that we will fill in about the star student.  If this student has anything special they would like to bring in and display on the board for the week or show the class we would love to have them bring these items.  This could be photographs, something special, a picture they have made.  Everyone in the class will also be writing one nice thing about the star student to display on the board.
Waterbottles
All students need a recloseable  (not screw cap, but squirt type) water bottle for their desk. A reused water or sport drink bottle is fine.  Please label this with permanent marker with your child’s name.  The bottles will be sent home for a thorough cleaning on Fridays.  Please be sure they are returned on Monday.  The children get dehydrated very fast.  If you could please send this as soon as possible.
Parent Emails
If you have an email address I have attached a form for you to fill in your address.  This is a great way for communication between home and school.  My email address is cindy.harris@grasslands.ab.ca if you would like to email me any information.  Thanks!

Homefolders
Your child will bring their homefolder home every Friday.  It contains work samples, test marks, homework, school notices, and other info.  You will always know what is going on if you check this folder.  This folder needs to be emptied and then returned on Monday.  Each week when the folder is returned on the Monday the students will receive a sticker on the folder.  
Classroom Newsletter
Classroom newsletters will be updated on our classroom webpage every Friday.  This will contain all the information you will need to  know for the upcoming week.  I will  photocopy it and put it in the Friday folders for the first few weeks and after this you will have to go online to get our newsletter.  If you do not have access to a computer or the internet please let me know and I will continue to photocopy our newsletter for you.
Bassano School Webpage 
We have our own school webpage and classroom webpage. Our school website address is www.bassanoschool.ca  Once you go to this site, you can access our classroom website that will contain a weekly newsletter, upcoming events, homework assignments, pictures, etc. To access our classroom webpage go to teacher pages and click on Cindy Harris.
Healthy Snacks 
The busy morning in school can seem very long to our young learners.  The children are quite hungry by recess time and they need a nutritious snack to help them rebound.  The students will be given time in school to have a snack before recess.  We encourage fruit, veggies, yogurt, juice, cheese, half a sandwich, etc.  We actively discourage pop, chips, and candy.  Gum in not allowed at school.  We will be discussing healthy snacks and what a healthy snack would be.  This year the grade two class will be working as a team to gain healthy snack party points.  Each day that the whole class has a healthy snack during snack time they will receive one party point.  When the class has twenty five party points they will receive a party.
Library 
The students will be having library class one time per week.  The library day will be in the agenda book each week.  The students are allowed to take out one book for the week from the library.  Please make sure that your child’s book is returned for the following week.  If a book is forgotten, the student is not allowed to take another book until the first one is returned.



Homework Expectations
Every subject will require some occasional home activity.  The next lesson will be planned with the expectation that everyone in the class has completed that homework.  Incomplete or late assignments will affect the report card marks, as it does at every other grade level.
Emergency Contact
It is important that I have your phone numbers and that you give me the number of another adult I can call in case of emergency, if I cannot reach you.  If you have not previously given this information to myself or the school office please provide this in the student’s communication book or on your child’s registration form.
Allergy Alert 
If your child has a serious allergy I need this information right away.  Please put this on a note or in the communication book.
Communication Books
Communication books will be sent home every night but Friday.  On Fridays the homefolder will go home.  This gives us an opportunity to fill in the upcoming events for the week.  After you read the agenda and initial it each night please replace it back into your child’s backpack.  Use it for notes about absences, homework, afterschool directions, questions....anything.
Daily Physical Activity
The grade two students will be participating in daily physical activity.  We will be having gym class with the grade one class.  The students will be going outside for gym periodically, so please be ensured your child is dressed for action and participation.  The students will need clean, NON MARKING gym runners that offer good support and are not worn outside to be kept at school.  Some other physical activities the students will participate in during the school year are swimming, bowling, skating, etc.
Attendance and Absences
Attendance in grade two is very important as it is in every other grade level.  The office will phone home if your child is absent and we have not heard from you.  Please send us a note in the communication book, email me, or phone the office at 403-641-3577 if your child will be absent or late.  Also, please let us know who will be picking up your child’s homework.
Classroom Rules and Monkey Class Promise
1. We are here to learn, therefore:
We show respect by treating ourselves and others with care.
We show conscience by doing what is right.
We show kindness by caring for others.
We show self control by using our arms and legs in an appropriate way.
2. We want to have fun.
3. We want to be safe.
Consequences:
If there is a problem:
1. Talk with the teacher. Warning!
2. Miss some fun while you talk with the teacher again.  Loss of privileges.
3. Have to visit the principal and they may have to call your parent.  An action plan will be set up with the parents.
Supplies
I hope everyone has received the supply list for grade two.  If you have not yet sent supplies and you need a new supply list, I have put one in your child’s Friday folder.


